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06/06/07 (www.mountainsentinel.com) Back in March of this year, I pointed to Iraqi 

union resistance to the privatization of their nation's oil and suggested that if Iraqi unions 

become a target in this war then Operation Iraqi Freedom will lose all pretence that it is 

anything other than a war of imperial conquest. (See Are Labor Unions Terrorists?) 

 

Now the oil workers have gone on strike in an effort to stop the privatization and 

giveaway of Iraqi oil. The Iraqi government has responded by ordering the arrest of the 

union leaders, and the Iraqi military has surrounded the striking workers. The veil over 

imperial conquest is not just falling, it is being ripped off.  

 

The Iraqi government and military would never take such bold actions without, at the 

very least, the sanction of US officials. Most likely, the US gave the order for the strike to 

be stopped. No doubt, the US is having the Iraqi military handle the matter so that they 

can ostensibly wash their hands of it. Yet, if the Iraqis cannot put down the strikers, the 

US will have to take direct action. 

 

Furthermore, if union leaders and strikers are arrested, where will they be detained and 

interrogated? In US run facilities such as Abu Ghraib? Such a scenario would strike at the 

heart of why this invasion and occupation is illegal and why all who are involved in it are 

guilty of war crimes. 

 

The very silence of the US media concerning the Iraqi oil strike is itself indicative of who 

is directing the repression of the strikers. Those of us who are aware will have to listen 

very closely to learn what is really happening in the cradle of civilization. I suggest you 

visit the links mentioned in the news articles. Visit these websites regularly while this 

strike is in effect. It is probably the only way that people in the US will know what is 

happening over there, and what is being perpetrated in our names. 


